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Introduction
As a result of the recently started pilot to increase PhD student activities within the framework of IRUN, we have started on planning an disciplinary activity for PhD students from the law faculties co-operating in IRUN.
The plan is to host a conference in the field of commercial law that will be organized by and especially for PhD students. 
Goals

The activity aims at a two goals. Firstly, the conference may function as a “networking” activity: enhancing the possibilities for PhD students that are working in similar or related fields of commercial law to get in contact with each other. These contactsmay function as a bridge between the various law faculties, offering future opportunities for further meetings and joint projects and/or publications.

Secondly, the conference will be an opportunity to the exchange knowledge and the stimulation of the cross-border study of commercial law. 

Outline
The commercial law theme will involve four main areas, notably:
· Company law;
· Security rights and insolvency law;
· Commercial patrimonial law; and
· Financial (supervision) law.
Partly along the lines of the aforementioned subareas , the conference could consist of various  elements, such as:

· Presentations on recent developments within the various jurisdictions.

· Presentations of the research that is carried out at the various law faculties.

· Discussions on specific (international) topics. One may think of the digitalization of society, flexible company law, the influence of European law on financial supervision law, patrimonial law and/or private international law, the harmonization of insolvency law and the revision of the European Insolvency Regulation, the influence of international legislative guides, such as those created within the framework of UNCITRAL.
· Discussions on more general topics in relation to which it may be of interest to exchange experiences among fellow PhD students. This may be subjects that are related to conducting PhD research, or even more general, the functioning of and within a legal academic society. Some examples of topics may be scientific integrity, research methodology, comparative law, the supervision of PhD students.
Duration and Planning

The plan is to organize the conference in  in parallel sessions corresponding to the different subareas. The duration of the conference may therefore be limited to two (or perhaps three) days. 

We have good hopes to organize the conference already during the last quarter of 2012.The location may depend on the willingness and possibilities of participating faculties.

Participation

Participation is open to all PhD student that are currently conducting research in the field of commercial law at any of the IRUN law faculties.
At this stage of organizing the event, we hope to spark the enthusiasm to participate and/or to help organize the conference. Interested PhD students (or representatives from the law faculties) are warmly invited to contact us directly by e-mail (s.vandongen@jur.ru.nl and b.schuijling@jur.ru.nl).
